RESEARCH METHODS

Course Code: CFE 2104


Credit Units: 3 CU

Contact Hours: 45

Course Description

In this course the student will equipped with skills and methodologies to plan and conduct social survey and experimental designs.
Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the main issues in the research processes and to gain a critical understanding of the main techniques of conducting research. 

· Enable students to develop a critical understanding of the aims, nature and characteristic of social scientific research;

· Equip students with an understanding of various methodologies available to research, including the strengths and weaknesses of each methodology;

· Expose students to the basics of analysing research data and writing up research reports

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, student should be able to:

· Describe the major types of research and their limitations. 

· Describe the statistical and quantitative methodologies  
· Design data collection tools, methods of data analysis and interpretation of research findings 

· Interpretation of descriptive, relational and inferential statistics for social research.  Use of computer based programs for social data analysis.  

Course Outline

· The classical approaches to inquiry (2LH; 2PH)

· The theory and method of research (2LH; 2PH)

· Major types of research and their limitations (ecological and social research)  (2LH; 2PH)

· Development of data collection tools (2LH; 4PH)

· Statistical and quantitative methodologies (data analysis, reliability and consistency and evaluating research). (4LH; 4PH)

· Sampling techniques (advantages and disadvantages) (4LH; 2PH)

· Use of computer based programs for social data analysis.  (2LH; 2PH)

· Application and interpretation of descriptive, relational and inferential statistics for social research. (4LH; 4PH)

· Farmers' research (experimentation) and community research innovations. (4LH; 4PH)

· Participatory rural appraisal methods (PRA) in resource planning.  (4LH; 4PH)

Mode of delivery

· Lectures: 
30 LH

· Practicals: 
30 PH

Mode of assessment

· University examinations 60%

· Continuous assessment and field practical reports 40%
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