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Course Description:


The course aims at introducing the student to the scientific study of the Old Testament.  It introduces the meaning, categorization and content of the Bible and methods of biblical study and interpretation, revelation and authority of the Bible, which qualify it as Holy Scripture.   Special attention is given to the Old Testament scriptural categories as the Pentateuch, the Prophets, Writings and the Apocrypha.
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1. INTRODUCTION

a) The Bible it’s meaning and message

b) Canonicity

c) Inspiration, Revelation, authority of the Bible

d) Methods of study and interpretation

2. THE PENTATEUCH

a) Meaning, Content

b) Authorship

3. PRIME VAL HISTORY

a) Myths, (Gen 1-11)

b) Significance of the stories in Gen. 1-2,3

c) Patriarch and Matriarchs Gen. 12-50

4. THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL

a) Israel in Egypt (Ex. 1-14)

b) The Exodus event and the Passover (Ex. 12-20)

c) The Covenant (Ex.19)

d) Sacrifice and Law (Lev. 1-20)

e) Entry and Conquest of Canaan. (Jo0s, Judges)

f) The establishment of the Monarchy (1 Sam, 2 Sam 1-12)

g) Triumph and trouble David and Solomon. (2 Sam 13-24, Kings 1-3)

h) The division of the Kingdom (Kings 4-12)

5. PROPHESY IN ISRAEL (850-536) BC

a) Conditions in the 8th Century (1 & 2 Chronicles)

b) The Nature of Prophecy.: Characteristics, Classification

c) The general prophets’ message (Amos, Hosea, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Isaiah)

6. WISDOM LITERATURE

a) Wisdom in the Ancient Near East

b) Wisdom in Israel

c) Sources of Wisdom

d) Wisdom Books
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IN IDA RESERVE:


A few up-date, special studies of the Bible are available on IDA reserve section in the Library. At present, you may read there: the Literary guide to the Bible: Alter and Kermode.

The Book of God: Josipovici
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