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Course Description:


This course aims at introducing the student to the scientific study of  the New Testament, to the evolution/emergence of the New Testament writings under their general categorizations, such as the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles (letters). Particular attention is given to methods of study of the New Testament.

Course Outline:

I
INTRODUCTION

1. The relationship between the Old Testament and New Testament

2. Background to the New Testament

(a) Political Developments

(i) The Persian period

(ii) The Greek period

(iii) Roman world

(b) Religious- Socio-cultural Developments

(i) Pharisees

D. Sadducees

E. Essenes

F. Samaritans

G. The Zealots

3. The concept of Messianism/Origins

(a) Meaning of Messianism

(b) Progressive stages of Messianism

(c) Fulfillment of Messianism in the person of Jesus Christ

4. Methods of Interpretation of the New Testament

(a) Literary criticism

(b) Form criticism

(c) Reduction criticism

II
INTRODUCTION TO THE GOSPELS

5. General background and introduction to the Gospels

6. Literary forms

7. Canonicity

(a) The Canon of the New Testament and its development

(b) The Apocryphal writings

8. The Synoptic question

(a) Meaning

(b) Solutions to synoptic problem

(c) Introduction to the synoptic Gospels

(d) Introduction to the fourth Gospel
III
THE NEW TESTAMENT LETTERS

9. Introduction and Background to letters/Epistles

(a) Greco-Roman Epistle writing

(b) Pauline use of Greco-Roman Epistle

(c) The Distinction between a letter and Epistle

10. Background of Paul

(a) The life and works of Paul

(b) The conversion of Saul of Tarsus

11. Classification of Pauline Letters/Epistles

(a) Captivity letters

(b) Pastoral letters

(c) Location of Pauline letters/Epistles in the Bible

12. The other New Testament Epistles

Introduction

(a) 1 Peter

(b) James
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