RSD 2101

Course Name:

African True Religion (ATR)

Lecturers: 

Drs Chris Tuhiriirwe

Dr. Hassan Tugume

Prof. A.B.T Byaruhanga-Akiiki (Course co-ordinator)

Course Description:

The course discusses the human situation holistically and contextually from God’s point of view and from the African point of view using both diachronic and synchronic approaches.  Its core content concerns the clearest, deep, systematic and broad understanding of the TRUTH about God, the Universe and Human Life in the context of its Origin, Direction and Destination.

The Course also aims at elucidating and relating the African life experience in the world to-day. It seeks to establish the ROOTS of the African people since time immemorial, and to analyze how time and space have affected them.  In addressing the different aspects of human life as defined by the Africans, the Course applies the ISSUE CENTERED APPROACH, some 10 of them( 2-11) that area to be substantiated and concretized by  relevant  Case Studies from Africa.

COURSE OUTLINE

1. COURSE ORIENTATION: Pre-requisites: having a broad mind, and readiness to seek the highest TRUTH of God which transcends all religions, races and philosophies. Being ready to trash all falsehood and ignorance. Understanding Phenomenoloogy of Religion. General remarks on Title and on the theme topics.

2. African Religious ( Life) Experience: Definition of key terms, characteristics, membership in earthly and heavenly worlds, distribution.

3. African Religious Experience: External physical content: the major life environments and developments: major realities involved in the physical visible world/ the Universe. Principle of Creation.

4. African Religious Experience: Internal spiritual content: invisible realities on Earth and in Heavenly World. Issues of invisible eternal Love, Life, Lineage ,Conscience, ideologies, Mind, Thoughts, Freedom, Hope, Time

5. The philosophy/Theology of Rituals: Life in Action: 3 stages of growth(Formation, Growth and Perfection).

6.  Sources for the Styudy of ATR: Physical and  Non-Physical.

7. Authority  in the Study of ATR: Positions of Parents, Teachers, Leaders.

8. African  True Religion and  issues of Health, Healing  and Medicine

9. Morality in ATR:  Building individual and societal character.

10.  ATR and Modernity: Globalization-Cultural encounters- areas of  conflict- Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation.

11.  The Future of ATR: Critique  the theory that over 80% of what ATR  teaches and advocates is Similar to what all TRUE Religions teach and advocate.

12.  CASE STUDIES ( to concretize and substantiate ATR values. Start with your own, plus some 6 more from Africa. Comparative cases are acceptable.

13.  SELECTED   BIBLIOGRAPHY TO BE INDICATED BY LECTURERS.

