SLT 1303

COBES: Block clinical placements (fieldwork)

Objectives:

· Students should be able to demonstrate students systematic ways of working with clients.

· By the end of the course, students should have had the opportunity to work with clients with a range of communication disabilities in a variety of settings (medical, educational and in the community) in order to develop clinical skills to practice as competent speech and language therapists.

Content:

Students will undertake a hierarchy of placements throughout the programme to reflect changing levels of knowledge / experience e.g.

Observation skills

Assessment: case history taking / information gathering, assessment, hypothesis forming: re cause / nature of difficulties / diagnosis and prognosis

Intervention: goal setting (long and short term), planning treatment sessions, therapy and case management, evaluating intervention and clinical skills

Ongoing – experience of clinical management, note and report writing, development of communication and interpersonal skills 

Learning methods:

This subject has no class teaching and is composed entirely of practical fieldwork placements, (direct contact with clients, caretakers, professionals). 

Formal supervisory sessions with the speech and language therapist tutor take place at the clinical placement sites and discussions are related to the clients seen in that setting. Case presentations will be made by the students during these sessions and during the relevant taught subjects e.g. clinical specialisms. 

Whilst at the placement the student will be under the direct supervision of the professional working in the host organisation e.g. teacher / social worker / occupational therapist / physiotherapist / speech and language therapist)

Experience may be supplemented by video recordings of those types of communication disorders the student has not been able to work with directly.

