SOA 3226:
 CITIZEN EMPOWERMENT AND COMMUNITY-BASED POLICY ADVOCACY: Students will analyze ways of bringing people together for collective action, building organizational capacity, and generating power in the community. Skills in analyzing power structures, formulating action strategies, using conflict tactics, challenging oppressive structures, conducting community campaigns, political advocacy as a mobilization form, and other organizing steps will be reviewed. Special emphasis will be placed on organizing women, and other underrepresented groups. In addition concepts and techniques of community participation will be examined as a process of involving people in public policy, program planning, and organizational development at the community level. This course will analyze the changing context of participation, major models and methods of practice, and practical techniques to involve people in communities from neighborhood to nation. Students will learn how to make organizations more responsive to public values and how people can influence the decisions that affect their lives. Emphasis will be placed on promoting participation of socially and economically disadvantaged people in culturally diverse communities worldwide.
