SOS 3301: SPECIAL PROJECTS

Lecturers
Dr. John S. Tenywa (B.Sc. Agric., M.Sc. Agric., PhD) Full time staff
Dr. John Baptist Tumuhairwe ((B.Sc. Agric., M.Sc, PhD) Full time staff
Course Type:
CORE (B.Sc. Agric. IV – Soil Science)

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Credits (CU):
5 CU  
Course Duration: 30 lecture hours and 45 contact practical hours

Pre-requisite:  Statistics and Biometrics (3 CU) and Research method course (3 CU)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Each candidate chooses a special project in Consultation with a supervisor. The project is carried out during the Recess term of third year and a Project Report is submitted in the second Semester of the fourth year before the University Examinations. The assessment shall be based on the report. Collection of gender disaggregated data is emphasized

2. COURSE OBJECTIVES;l
· To equip students with technical writing skills to be able to write concise and logical research proposals and reports to suite different competitive technical circumstances

3. RECOMMENDED REFERENCES FOR READING

1. Stapleton, P. Youdeowei, A., Mukanyange, J. and van Houten, H. 1995. Scientific Writitng for agricultural research scientists: A training Reference Manual. West Africa Rice Development Association (WARDA) and CTA. Printed in Hong Kong. 

4. COURSE CONTENT, METHODS OF INSTRUCTION, TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

	TOPIC
	CONTENT
	METHOD OF INSTRUCTION / Time allocated
	TOOLS / EQUIPMENT NEEDED

	Introduction to technical writing
	Principles and terminologies. Recap of 

grammar. Sentence construction: logic, length, simplicity and completeness. 

Active vs passive voice


Selection of readership/target group and

 Tailoring writing to their level of

 understanding. Concept of writing: Writing =

 packaging; subject matter = substance to be packaged

	Interactive lectures (4 hours)
	Computer and projector, 

chalk / BB or Markers / Flip charts

	Basic components of a proposal  (general)
	Cover page

Table of contents

Abstract

Introduction

Problem statement

Objective

Justification

Literature review

Materials and Methods

References

Log frame

Activity plan

Budget
	Interactive lectures (4 hours)


	Chalk / BB or Markers / Flip charts

Computer, internet and projector



	Basic components of a proposal  (Chapters)


	· Developing objectives, hypotheses and 

· Structure of materials and methods/methodology. 

· Choice of study design and data collection procedures. 

· Choice of statistical analysis procedures


· Introduction to the logframe

· Timeframe vs workplan and their development

· Budget development (detailed vs summary)

· Literature review structure and importance (including citation types and logic)




	Interactive lectures (8 hours)

Literature search from the data of international and local journal websites (AGORA) (5 contact hours)

Student write proposal (15 contact hours)
	Chalk / BB or Markers / Flip charts

Computer, internet and projector



	Component of the special project report
	Cover page

Declaration

Acknowledgement

Table of contents

Abstract

Introduction

Problem statement

Objective

Justification

Literature review

Materials and Methods

References
	Interactive lectures (6 hours)
	Chalk / BB or Markers / Flip charts

Computer, internet and projector



	Data analysis and discussion
	· Dealing with results/findings – Data presentation and interpretation

· Discussion structure and its relationship with results


· Conclusions and future research
	Interactive lectures (8 hours)

Practice on statistical packages (5 contact hours)

Student write their special project reports (20 contact hours)
	Computer, internet, Statistical softwares (e.g. Genstat, SAS, SPSS, STATA) and projector




5. SUMMARY OF TIME NEEDED

Interactive lectures covering theory 


30 hours

Student research




45 contact hours

6. OVERALL COURSE EVALUATION

The student’s special project report will be evaluation based on the approved faculty standard marking format below

