SSA 6101: INTRODUCTION TO THEORIES AND PRACTICES OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND ARTS EDUCATION

Course description:
This course is designed to assist in the professional training of teachers who teach the arts and social sciences in the secondary schools. The range of social sciences and arts subjects include Economics, History, Geography, Religious Studies, Music, Political Education, Art and Craft. The course aims to introduce teacher trainees to the theory and practice of social sciences and arts education within the broader secondary school curriculum. 

Course objectives

The course in theories and practices of social sciences and arts education is designed to assist prospective teachers to:- 

1. Enhance their understanding of social sciences and arts education.

2. Analyze trends in the social sciences and arts education curriculum.

3. Examine the theory and practice in teaching social sciences and arts.

4. Examine the contemporary social science and arts education issues.

Course outline

1. Introduction to Social Sciences and Arts Education

· An overview of social sciences and arts education

· The social sciences – an ever challenging field

· Social sciences delimited

· Social sciences defined

· Purposes of social sciences in the curriculum

2. Objectives of Social Sciences and Arts Education

· The function of objectives

· Educational objectives

· Social ideals and educational objectives

· Social versus personal objectives

3. Trends in the Social Sciences and Arts Education Curriculum

· The social sciences and arts education curriculum

· Range of social sciences and arts education offerings

· Central trends in the social sciences and arts curriculum

· New topics and new emphasis

· General trends in secondary education

· General trends in the social sciences and arts education

· Legal status of the social sciences

· Contemporary social sciences and arts education issues

4. The Social Sciences and Arts Education Teacher

· The preparation of social sciences and arts education teachers

· Special responsibilities, issues and problems

· In-service growth

· Keeping alive professionally

· A self-analysis inventory

5. Translating theory to classroom practice

· Social sciences as a discipline

· Time concepts in teaching social sciences

· Social sciences criticisms

Mode of Delivery, Evaluation and Assessment:

Mode of delivery: The course will be conducted through lectures, discussions, group work and presentations. 

Assessment and Evaluation: Assessment will include two written individual assignments contributing 10% each and a course test contributing 10% marks of the total 40% course work marks.  At the end of the course, the student will take a final examination which contributes 60% of the total marks.
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